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Applying Semantic Field Theory to the Semantics of Psychological Vocabulary in the
Qur'an: A Case Study of the Semantic Field of "Khawt" (Fear)
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Abstract

This study sought to demonstrate the application
of the semantic field method in understanding the
meanings of Qur'anic vocabulary with a psychological
approach, presenting a case study on "Khawf" (Fear) to
the scientific community of psychology. Accordingly,
the definition, synonyms, and antonyms of "Khawf,"
as well as the points of convergence and divergence
between "Khawf" in the Qur'an and "anxiety" in
psychology, were elucidated through a semantic
field analysis approach. The findings indicated that:a)
Semantic field theory is effective in uncovering the
meanings of psychological terms in the Qur'an.b)
The collocations of "Khawf" are associated with
both negative components (e.g., hunger, loss of
wealth and life, grief, disbelief, tribulation, rebellion,
divine punishment, polytheism, negligence, illness,
and doubt) and positive components (e.g. faith,
steadfastness, and fulfillment of vows). ¢) Some
synonyms for "Khawf" include "Khashyah" (reverential
fear) and "Taqwa" (piety), while its antonyms include
"Amn" (security), "Tama" (covetousness), "Istiqamah"”
(steadfastness), "Rahmah" (mercy), "Tagwa" (piety—in
a specific contextual sense), "Islah" (reform), "Farah"
(joy), and "Rajas" (impurity). d) The meaning of "Khawf"
in the Qur'an differs from the general concept of "fear"
in psychology. e) The collocation of "Khawf" with the
mentioned terms revealed that grief and fear are not
inherently negative but are evaluated based on their
object; fear of God is positive, while fear of worldly
matters is negative. f) The synonymy and collocation
of "Khawf" with other terms suggest that fear of God
is hope-inspiring. God's grace first encompasses the
servant, instilling a inclination within them, after which
they move towards God. g) The semantic opposition
between the mentioned terms and "Khawf"
implies that praiseworthy fear and its antonyms
are like the two wings for drawing near to God.
Keywords: Semantic Field, Khawf (Fear), Anxiety,
Qur'anic Studies, Islamic Psychology.
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